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Purpose and Rationale:  The underrepresentation of black male youths in institutions of higher education is of key concern to administrators and education in academia.  More specifically, the rate that black males from rural areas enter a 4-year institution are relatively low compared to black males from urban and/or suburban areas.  As a recruitment effort for colleges and universities it is critical to understand the concerns and matters of rural living and its relation to educational attainment and college entry of Black males. 

Methodology:   A meta-analysis is a systematic method of evaluating data based on results of several independent studies of the same problem.  Meta-analyses examines the outcomes and synthesizes the results from a body of empirical studies.  The researchers conducted an in-depth review of scholarly research on Black males living in rural environments and the relation to entering a 4-year college/university.  Investigation was conducted on 10 studies investigating the relationship between academic achievement and college entry of Black males.  Empirical and non-empirical studies included 958 African American adolescents.  Two studies utilized nationally representative samples, one used qualitative methods and the remaining were mixed methods in the approach.  The meta-analyses were guided by the Ecological Theory which proffers the influence of the environment and culture on individual development.    

Findings:    The preliminary findings suggest there are several barriers to higher education of Black males from rural communities including logistical, personnel and technology.   Also, school experiences, social variables and motivational variables were key determining college entry.  Also, findings revealed that the expectations and opportunities are quite different for high school students living in rural communities compared to those living in urban communities.  These differences relate to the type of preparation that the black males are engaged as they enter a 4-year institution.  

Conclusion and Implications of Practice:  The findings of this preliminary data address the problems and concerns identified in the 2007 UNC Tomorrow Commission Report of underrepresented populations in higher education such as Black males.  In addition, the findings can inform public school administrators, teachers, institutions of higher education and families on what environmental and cultural influences in rural communities are directly and indirectly associated with Black males preparing for and entering 4-year colleges and universities in North Carolina.

